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Huge January Storm & Aftermath
Huge Winter Storm Hit: Dozens dead across US in wake of massive snowfall, deep freeze
With 10,100 flights canceled, it was the single worst day of flight cancellations in the U.S. since March 2020 -
when airlines began chopping flights en masse due to the emerging pandemic.
Major U.S. Public Transit Systems Suspend Some Services During Storm - Officials in several cities, including
Boston, New York and Philadelphia, advised residents to avoid traveling through the weekend.
Say it with me now. We love the Northeast.

We don't have Earthquakes. We don't have Hurricanes.

We don't have Alligators

i g ‘I"
Good thing there wasn’t an attack by Godzilla too!
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The Hudson Froze- But it's not as cold as 1780. In what is considered possibly the coldest winter in New Jersey
history, on January 17th, 1780, both the Hudson and East Rivers froze over, people were able to walk from Jersey
to Manhattan & Staten Island over the frozen water. Sleighs brought firewood from NJ to Manhattan.

US Coast Guard used tug boat ice breakers to clear the Hudson River of ice. Check out the video here and see
full story on @News12NJ



https://abcnews.go.com/US/live-updates/winter-storm-live-updates-tracking-dangerous-ice-snow/?utm_sf_cserv_ref=28785486&id=129469173&cid=social_twitter_abcn&utm_sf_post_ref=660388063
https://x.com/kpottermn/status/2015435205675294952?s=43
https://x.com/kpottermn/status/2015435205675294952?s=43
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/25/weather/winter-storm-public-transit-new-york-philadelphia.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/25/weather/winter-storm-public-transit-new-york-philadelphia.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DT_cG24kRZg/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DT_cG24kRZg/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DT_cG24kRZg/
https://x.com/TonyCaputo/status/2017195138984841277
https://x.com/TonyCaputo/status/2017195138984841277
https://t.co/LteAjzDcbL

Storm & Aftermath: MTA & NJT
NY MTA Throws Shade At NJ Transit: Interview with NY1 Anchor-" Have you ever considered a full shutdown

like NJ Transit, just for a piece of the storm?" MTA Chair and CEO Janno Lieber, "No."

NJ Transit continues to struggle following the massive winter storm — commuters waited in the dangerous cold for
a train that wasn’t even taking passengers. @xjamesflippin reports from Brick Church station in East Orange, NJ
WABC-7 Reporter: "People are standing everywhere and every seat is taken @NJTRANSIT There is one train per
hour on this line. Severe weather schedule in effect.

WABC-7 Reporter: "Crowded door to door. Shoulder to shoulder. @NJTRANSIT"

Limited NJ Transit train service after showstorm leaves commuters frustrated

NJ TRANSIT has begun a phased ramp-up of service this morning, starting with light rail service, which is operating
on a weekday schedule. Rail and bus service remains temporarily suspended while work continues to begin
service later today.

Storm & Aftermath: New Jersey
New Jersey: 'I'm lucky to be alive.' Flying ice slams into driver’s windshield

N.J. snow day rules: NJ schools can't offer remote learning because state law prevents school districts in New
Jersey from switching to remote learning on days when snow or other factors make it difficult or impossible for
students and teachers to get to class.

Salt shortage: NJ towns, municipalities were low in stock ahead of winter snow storm



https://x.com/ny1/status/2015774854679502934?s=43
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https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/new-jersey-transit-trains-running-delays/
https://newjersey.news12.com/im-lucky-to-be-alive-flying-ice-slams-into-drivers-windshield
https://www.nj.com/education/2026/01/nj-wont-let-schools-go-remote-even-if-we-get-12-inches-of-snow-heres-why.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=starledger_sf&utm_content=nj_starledger_twitter
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Gateway Tunnel

Gateway Tunnel Project: Construction stopped Feb. 6 as Trump halts payments
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Trump wants Dulles and Penn Station
renamed for him

Trump Told NY Senator Schumer That He's Holding Up Gateway Tunnel Funding Unless Penn Station and
Dulles Airport Are Renamed For Trump.

"I'm gonna say, | mean, you know, the president's saying, okay, well, we'll give you that funding. Will we
start the funding for desperately needed transportation between New Jersey and New York to help people on
both sides of the Hudson be able to commute better? If you rename Dulles Airport, and Penn Station, |
mean, and seriously, who would want their names on either one of those? | mean, I, why don't you just ask
them to rename the New York Jets after you? Really, | can't... | can't imagine it.” - Joe Scarborough, Morning
Joe Host on MSNOW, February 6, 2026
Lawmakers warn Trump that failure to restore New York tunnel funding could cause 'serious' economic damage

Gateway Commission sues Trump administration over Hudson Tunnel funding "m“ I

U.S. Judge Says Trump Cannot Halt Funding for Gateway Tunnel Project

MSG & Penn Station .

Penn Station overhaul narrows to 3 finalists with differing visions for Madison Square Garden' -
A Democrat running for NY Comptroller, is advocating the state pension fund buy a much larger
stake in the Knicks & Rangers. Why? MSG Sports is highly undervalued. And when the Dolans
eventually sell the team, the gains could be enormous. NY State already owns 7,991 shares of
Madison Square Garden Sports, worth roughly $2.25 million.
Andy Byford’s ‘Trump Card’ On Penn Station Keeps Wrecking New York’s Infrastructure Projects:
What will become of the Amtrak executive's plans for Penn Station under President Trump?
Byford Hopes Cash-Strapped NYC Will Help Fund Trump’s Penn Station Rehab - The Trump
administration controls the future of Penn Station — but wants New York to pay for it

Congestion Pricing
MTA responds after Trump blasts NYC congestion pricing program

NYC congestion pricing tolls rake in $562M during first year
How Manhattan's Congestion Toll Speeds Up Trips in the Suburbs

Trump deploys a new senior lawyer to kill NYC's congestion pricing. Deputy Assistant U.S. Attorney General Eric
Hamilton was assigned to defend the federal government in a suit brought by the MTA. The feds’ legal war on the
tolls has, at times, been a bumbling, comical affair. Hamilton’s appointment to the congestion pricing case last
week came after one of the SDNY attorneys assigned to the case resigned. So far, the DOJ’s arguments against



https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/gateway-tunnel-work-to-shut-down-affecting-100000-jobs-unless-trump-restores-funding.html
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/06/nyregion/gateway-tunnel-project-funding-trump.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://gothamist.com/news/penn-station-overhaul-narrows-to-3-finalists-with-differing-visions-for-madison-square-garden
https://x.com/admcrlsn/status/2014326039770485151?s=43
https://x.com/admcrlsn/status/2014326039770485151?s=43
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https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2026/02/06/andy-byfords-trump-card-on-penn-station-keeps-wrecking-new-yorks-infrastructure-projects
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2026/02/06/andy-byfords-trump-card-on-penn-station-keeps-wrecking-new-yorks-infrastructure-projects
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2026/01/29/byford-hopes-cash-strapped-new-york-city-will-fund-trumps-penn-station-rehab
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2026/01/29/byford-hopes-cash-strapped-new-york-city-will-fund-trumps-penn-station-rehab
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/mta-responds-after-trump-blasts-nyc-congestion-pricing-program/ar-AA1U5nCq?ocid=entnewsntp&pc=U531&cvid=27d1462081d346a5977569aa63e39182&ei=16
https://gothamist.com/news/nyc-congestion-pricing-tolls-rake-in-562m-during-first-year?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=dhfacebook&utm_content=app.dashsocial.com/gothamist/library/media/635031172
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-01-30/how-manhattan-s-congestion-toll-speeds-up-trips-in-the-suburbs
https://gothamist.com/news/trump-deploys-a-top-white-house-attack-dog-in-push-to-kill-nycs-congestion-pricing
https://gothamist.com/news/trump-deploys-a-top-white-house-attack-dog-in-push-to-kill-nycs-congestion-pricing
https://gothamist.com/news/trump-deploys-a-top-white-house-attack-dog-in-push-to-kill-nycs-congestion-pricing
https://gothamist.com/news/trump-deploys-a-top-white-house-attack-dog-in-push-to-kill-nycs-congestion-pricing

congestion pricing look like a legal Hail Mary. During his first appearance in Manhattan federal court as part of
the case last week, Hamilton reiterated arguments that have already been met with skepticism from U.S.

District Judge.
Congestion pricing looks like it'll be safe, thanks to flimsy arguments from President Trump's lawyers.

Bridges

Restoring the George Marches Forward: After years of meticulous, behind-the-scenes work, the
comprehensive $2 billion Restoring the George program at the George Washington Bridge is
entering its later stages, including this week’s start of repairs on the Center Avenue overpass in
Fort Lee for a top-to-bottom rehabilitation. Click here to see what’s done among the 11 projects,
what’s left, and how we’re doing all this work without closing the world’s busiest bridge.

Overheard At The Airport

Flight Attendant to Passenger: "I'll fly any Girl to TSA security: "Thanks for throwing
route. WEH, except New York-Miami away 3 steps from my 10-step Korean
because those people are the worst." skincare routine. Me walking around
without those is a greater threat to this
nation."
TSA Agent: "Ma'am are you carrying on
TSA officer: "If you have a Cartier any medications?"
bracelet that can't be taken off come in

Older Woman: "How else do you expect

this line. me to fly commercial?"

Airports
Travelers without Real ID now face fees at the airport starting Feb. 1
BTW- Real ID licenses are still tough to get. (ASK HEATHER!) Could AAA help New Jersey drivers?
The Futile Campaign to Get People to Dress Better on Planes: The U.S. government thinks onboard behavior
willimprove if passengers ditch the pajamas. Good luck with that.

Assessing The US DOT Secretary At One Year

Sean Duffy takes off: He has retained the President’s support. Duffy is
now proposing changes to federal policy that, if they succeed, could
greatly enhance his ability to speed approvals of big infrastructure
projects while bypassing federal environmental reviews. The plan
would reserve a “golden” token for the president, giving him an
opportunity to waive federal environmental reviews for projects with
“national significance.” A less-powerful “silver token” would let the
DOT secretary offer a more modest environmental waiver for a
separate road, rail or other surface transportation project. Duffy has From al: S Dufy o Th Eas Word: Bt and

rolled out plans to increase air traffic controller staffing, including financial incentives for workers He’s worked
with Congress to try to boost safety requirements for military flights near airports. And he’s looking for ways to get
even more money from Congress. And he says that while Trump declared the Gateway Tunnel dead in October
2025 during the government shutdown, it is just under administrative review.
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https://newjersey.news12.com/travelers-without-real-id-now-face-fines-at-the-airport-starting-feb-1
https://x.com/starledger/status/2015464701258252427?s=43
https://www.wsj.com/lifestyle/travel/the-futile-campaign-to-get-people-to-dress-better-on-planes-8663ff70
https://www.wsj.com/lifestyle/travel/the-futile-campaign-to-get-people-to-dress-better-on-planes-8663ff70
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/sean-duffy-takes-off/ar-AA1UwIhd?ocid=entnewsntp&pc=DCTS&cvid=ec97e2be28634f38d46f77bf87346449&ei=20
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/02/duffy-announces-moves-to-increase-air-traffic-controller-pay-and-shorten-hiring-process-00206518
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/12/17/congress/senate-passes-bipartisan-bill-responding-to-washington-air-disaster-00695374
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/12/17/congress/senate-passes-bipartisan-bill-responding-to-washington-air-disaster-00695374
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/10/duffy-says-gateway-not-dead-pushing-back-on-trump-00625333
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/10/duffy-says-gateway-not-dead-pushing-back-on-trump-00625333
https://www.instagram.com/p/DRceXFjDWCm/?igsh=MXVwNHMwNXNhbmpxNw%3D%3D&img_index=6
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A Faster Way To Commute To The Dunder Mifflin Paper Company, Inc.
Scranton-NYC rail revival hits reached a key Step 2 milestone under the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
making it one of just f_ive rail expansion projects nationwide to advance to that stage. Public invited to weigh in.
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Robo Taxi Opposition
AV Snub: School Bus Drivers Close The Doors On Autonomous Vehicles

Waymo Exec Reveals Company Uses Operators in the Philippines to Assist Autonomous Vehicles: The
company's chief safety officer testified before lawmakers on Feb. 4, less than two weeks after a child was hit
by a Waymo vehicle

NJ Transportation
The Long and Winding Road: Transportation Challenges For Governor Sherill

-Gateway Program Funding Exposure and Delivery Risk -Port Authority Bus Terminal Reconstruction
-Portal North Bridge Completion -Climate Resilience and Coastal Vulnerability
-NJ Transit’s Structural Operating Deficit -Freight Corridor Stress and Local Road Damage
-Congestion Pricing Impacts on NJ Commuters -Bus Fleet Electrification and Depot Upgrades
-Turnpike and Parkway Toll Escalation -Pavement Rehabilitation Funding Gaps

-South Jersey Turnpike Widening (Exits 1-4) -Airport Access and Multimodal Connectivity

-Aging Bridges and Local Infrastructure Backlogs -Newark Bay Bridge
-Newark AirTrain Replacement

New Jersey tolls, transit fares and bike-share prices rising in 2026
Newark Bay bridge plan: Critics push one span over $6.2B twin bridges

NJ Turnpike extension project revised; new bridges will still be built: Construction on replacing the 70-year-old
Newark Bay Bridge is set to start this spring. This is the first phase of a larger overhaul of the roadway leading
toward the Holland Tunnel.

NJ had fewer fatal traffic deaths and victims in 2025.
History of why New Jersey has more salt trucks per mile than any other state in America.

NJ Microtransit

Opponents fear bill regulating microtransit service could reduce service - Several successful microtransit
systems are operating in New Jersey now — Via in Jersey City, Camden Loop in Camden and Go Trenton that uses
aride-share model that allows riders to call by phone or use an app to go places not served by traditional mass
transit routes. But opponents said the bill has provisions they contend would increase costs and make it difficult
for those services to continue or expand to places such as South Jersey.

NJ Portal Bridge - Significant Disruptions Ahead!
Portal Bridge Cutover: What It Means For You: Amtrak will perform a critical series of construction and
operational activities to transfer, or “cutover”, rail operations from the existing Portal Bridge to the new Portal
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North Bridge over the Hackensack River. This cutover represents a major milestone in the Gateway Program and is
essential to advancing long-term reliability and capacity improvements along the Northeast Corridor.

During this work, trains will only be able to operate on a single track between Newark and Secaucus, resulting in
fewer trains operating into Penn Station New York on weekdays on the Northeast Corridor (NEC) and the North
Jersey Coast Line (NJCL). There will be no Midtown Direct service into Penn Station New York on weekdays on the
Morristown Line, Gladstone Branch and the Montclair- Boonton Line.

While this work will ultimately deliver substantial benefits, the cutover process is complex and operationally
intensive, requiring temporary but significant changes to rail service. NJ TRANSIT has worked closely with Amtrak
and regional partners to develop a customer-focused service plan that prioritizes capacity, continuity, and safety
throughout the transition.

=

MAJOR SERVICE UPDATE

AMTRAK
TRANSIT

NJ Public Transit
Check out the "original intent" maps for the NJ PATH from the 1930s. Light Rail to Paterson via Rutherford;
Newark; and through Bayonne to Staten Island.

NJ Threading The Needle: Shrooms Are Legal, But Don't Drive High
NJ becomes latest state to legalize medical ‘Magic Mushroom’ therapy
Please Remember The NJ Highway Safety Message: We'll be Blunt Don't Drive High

PRETTY SIMPLE:

IF YOU'RE HIGH,

JUST DON'T DRIVE,

NJ Transit
Did Gov. Murphy fix NJ Transit? Commuters and experts weigh in - Judge it 2 ways: One how the commuter
experience improved. The other is preventing NJ Transit from going over a fiscal cliff and avoiding the kind of
draconian service cuts faced by SEPTA. On-time performance numbers rose from 88.2% in January 2018 to 89.6%
today, with a stated goal of 94.7%. Murphy’s main achievement was providing the first stable funding in 40 years
by creating the Corporate Transit Fee to fund NJ Transit’s operating budget.

NJ Transit adds trains after overcrowding complaints
Hudson-Bergen Light Rail cancels 32 trains amid labor dispute with contractor

N.J. commuters left stranded by cancelled trains during union, contractor dispute- Dispute is about changes the
new light rail contractor made to O/T policies that union said have been in contracts for 22 years
| am not an expert, but | really don't think the solution to "the trains are so overcrowded that the conductors can't
go up and down the aisle checking tickets" is "put the conductor at the top of the escalator."
NJ Transit fare evasion ‘pilot’ causing bottleneck chaos at Penn Station — months before World Cup expected to
flood transit system
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WABC-7 News Reporter Michelle Charlsworth Is Cataloging NJ Transit Woes

..........

"This is our view out of our NJT {tri@NJTRANSIT P! train today. You cannot see a thing. No one has any idea where
we are. At night, if there is no announcement about what the stop is, you have no clue and must consult your
smart phone map.(l wrote a news story about this) @abc7ny https://t.co/oxpakKMigPa"

And This NJT 2 Weeks Before the Storm : "Packed like sardines again. No seats. No air. This is the 5:43. @abc7ny
This is all the time at 5:14 and 5:43. There has got to be someone who realizes we need a better situation.

..........

iLRE@NJTRANSITIPot please. This is NOT safe. https://t.co/nVvDZXqY29" / X

PATH
Harrison (not Ford) to Journal Square PATH service suspended five weekends

Port Authority

"We're delivering a new AirTrain Newark, but that means construction. Beginning Thursday, January 15, free
shuttle buses will replace service between Airport Train (Rail) Station and P4 Station on weekdays from 5am to
3pm. Travelers accessing @EWRairport via @NJTRANSIT or https://t.co/eIWKdRm6LQ" / X

Snowplows

NYC snowplows slammed into parked cars -- and fled the scene
It could be worse: Why Does Washington, D.C., Suck So Bad at Snow Removal?

Chicago snowplow name ballot includes 'Abolish ICE' and 'Caleb Chilliams' as voting begins
Il POSSIBLE CHICAGO SNOWPLOW NAMES

Abolish ICE
ICE Breaker
No More Mr. ICE Guy
Caleb Chilliams
Da Cheese Grater
Pope Frio XIV

Snowlort
Lower Wacker Ice Attacker

Snowldier Field

‘Abolish ICE’ Submitted

z % Snoprah Wint
9,200 Times For Chicago ) d o
Snowplow Naming Contest R Deniayer

Block Club Chicago Snowbody Likes Brandon

BTW - "Canadian snowplows are in a league of their own. "

Transportation As An Analogy For The Country
Want to understand the K-shaped economy? Go fly on an airplane
Similarly, California’s trains show two different realities depending on your income

Unfriendly Skies

TSA Agent Reveals the Strangest Things Travelers Tried to Sneak Through Security: a handgun hidden in a
traveler's guitar case, hand knife disguised as a comb, a stun gun hidden in the shape of a flashlight, and a knife
tucked away in a passenger’s belt buckle. A Montessori Children’s Switch Board Toy with panel of switches and
lights got flagged because it resembled an improvised explosive device (IED.)

This video of an angry United Airlines passenger shows how competitive boarding a plane is now

These Are the Airlines With the Cleanest (and Dirtiest) In-flight Water, According to a New Report

United Airlines plane 'became disabled' after extremely rough landing in Orlando, prompting ground stop

Flight check-in mistakes that could cause you to lose your seat, according to an expert
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Why Can't We Have Nice Things Too?

Rome’s new Colosseum metro station is now open, doubling as a museum for ancient Roman ruins that were

found during construction that took over a decade. The station is one-of-a-kind, displaying 2,000 years of ancient
Roman history in little museums inside the metro stop.

And Finally Harrison Ford - It's Not The Years, It's The Mileage.
Harrison Ford hints he'll retire from acting after 'Shrinking' ends
If he retires, will | have to stop the mentions in this report?

IT'S NOT THE
YEARS, HONEY,
IT'STHE MILEAGE.

4
INDIANA JONES 4 '

4

7

Will he retire to this Florida home? The house was built with a Millennium Falcon-themed movie theater,
designed to look like the iconic cockpit from Star Wars. The immersive space features detailed sci-fi panels,
spaceship seating, and lighting that makes viewers feel like they’re traveling through hyperspace.

Or just sit on this couch telling stories about when he did the “Kessel Run in less than twelve parsecs.”
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