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Glenn Waldorf, Bell Environmental Services 
Huge January Storm & Aftermath 
Huge Winter Storm Hit: Dozens dead across US in wake of massive snowfall, deep freeze 
With 10,100 flights canceled, it was the single worst day of flight cancellations in the U.S. since March 2020 - 
when airlines began chopping flights en masse due to the emerging pandemic. 

Major U.S. Public Transit Systems Suspend Some Services During Storm - Officials in several cities, including 
Boston, New York and Philadelphia, advised residents to avoid traveling through the weekend. 

LGA hit hard as American Airlines has most flight cancellations in 100-year history 

 
Storm & Aftermath: NYC Streets 
NYC asks for 'patience' clearing snow. For the elderly and disabled, it’s a problem now.  

     
The New Geography of a Frozen New York City 
  NYC Sanitation said it's doing better than we realize: "After days and days of working on BOTH snow operations 
and collection, we ARE catching up on trash and compost pickup. And we ARE collecting paper and 
metal/glass/plastic recycling, too, FAR FASTER than in previous storms. It’s a 24/7 operation" 
Con Ed blamed salt spread after thousands lose power in Brooklyn - the 116 million pounds of salt that the city’s 
sanitation department dumped on city streets and sidewalks to combat the snow is hurt power lines. The salt 
mixed with water seeped underground where Con Ed’s maze of cables runs, causing localized service 
interruptions. The pile-up of iced-over snow made it harder for crews to access the lines to make necessary fixes. 

  NYC allowed buildup to get so bad that they broke down the huge piles to spread it evenly across the road. 
What happens when the city or the state doesn’t shovel its own sidewalk? Nothing. 
  New York City suspends alternate side parking for snow cleanup  
NYC drivers advised to dig out cars as city suspends Alternate Side Parking rules through Sunday 

  JFK to Midtown for only $800: NYC taxi hustlers running wild at airport terminals 
Slush Puddles so Big They Need Lifeguards 

  Melting pots: NYC sanitation races to get snow into giant hot tubs, thaw the city 
Bus Stops Were Blocked By Snow Piles 

  Van encased in frozen waterfall caused by dripping pipe in the Bronx by subway station 
Who Needs A Lake To Water Ski NYC? 
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  A look at a part of New York City's 700-million-pound salt stockpile. Over 2,000 sanitation workers pulled 12-
hour shifts to make sure our streets are ready for Sunday's storm. 

Good thing there wasn’t an attack by Godzilla too! 

 
 

Storm & Aftermath: Rivers 
The Hudson Froze- But it's not as cold as 1780. In what is considered possibly the coldest winter in New Jersey 
history, on January 17th, 1780, both the Hudson and East Rivers froze over, people were able to walk from Jersey 
to Manhattan & Staten Island over the frozen water. Sleighs brought firewood from NJ to Manhattan. Many 
species of wild animals were almost exterminated. 

US Coast Guard using tug boat ice breakers to clear the Hudson River of ice. Check out the video here and see 
full story on @News12NJ 

NYC Ferry suspends service, may be closed 'for several days' due to ice in rivers 

 
Seen on Hoth!!!!! 

                
  
Storm & Aftermath: MTA & NJT 
It's snowing INSIDE this Manhattan subway station 

NY MTA Throws Shade At NJ Transit: Interview with NY1 Anchor- " Have you ever considered a full shutdown like 
NJ Transit, just for a piece of the storm?"  MTA Chair and CEO Janno Lieber, "No." 

NJ Transit struggled following the massive winter storm:commuters waited in the dangerous cold for a train that 
wasn’t even taking passengers. Report from Brick Church station in East Orange, NJ 

WABC-7 Reporter: "People are standing everywhere and every seat is taken @NJTRANSIT There is one train per 
hour on this line. Severe weather schedule in effect.  

WABC-7 Reporter: "Crowded door to door. Shoulder to shoulder. @NJTRANSIT" 

Seen in Brooklyn!!!!! 
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Limited NJ Transit train service after snowstorm leaves commuters frustrated 

MTA Chair and CEO Janno Lieber gives an update to New Yorkers on what they can expect on their Monday 
morning commutes." 

NJ TRANSIT has begun a phased ramp-up of service this morning, starting with light rail service, which is 
operating on a weekday schedule. Rail and bus service remains temporarily suspended while work continues to 
begin service later today. 
 
Storm & Aftermath: New Jersey  
New Jersey: 'I’m lucky to be alive.' Flying ice slams into driver’s windshield 

  N.J. snow day rules: NJ schools can't offer remote learning because state law prevents school districts in New 
Jersey from switching to remote learning on days when snow or other factors make it difficult or impossible for 
students and teachers to get to class. 
  Salt shortage: NJ towns, municipalities were low in stock ahead of winter snow storm  
 
Storm & Aftermath: CitiBikes 
CitiBike stations in NYC still caked in snow, most are unusable 

  Lyft Appeasing 'Winter Warriors' With Swag As Majority Of Citi Bikes Remain Unusable -Under Lyft's contract 
with the city, Lyft, not the NYCDOT, is responsible for clearing snow from its infrastructure. A city official said they 
were stunned that Lyft was doing such a bad job on clearing snow because it's in the company's financial interest 
to make as many bikes available as possible. 
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Gateway Tunnel 
Gateway Tunnel Project: Construction stopped Feb. 6 as Trump halts payments 

 
Trump Told NY Senator Schumer That He's Holding Up Gateway Tunnel Funding Unless Penn Station and 

Dulles Airport Are Renamed For Trump. 

  "I'm gonna say, I mean, you know, the president's saying, okay, well, we'll give you that funding. Will we 
start the funding for desperately needed transportation between New Jersey and New York to help people on 
both sides of the Hudson be able to commute better? If you rename Dulles Airport, and Penn Station, I 
mean, and seriously, who would want their names on either one of those? I mean, I, why don't you just ask 
them to rename the New York Jets after you? Really, I can't... I can't imagine it.'” - Joe Scarborough, Morning 
Joe Host on MSNOW, February 6, 2026  
Lawmakers warn Trump that failure to restore New York tunnel funding could cause 'serious' economic damage  
  Gateway Commission sues Trump administration over Hudson Tunnel funding 
U.S. Judge Says Trump Cannot Halt Funding for Gateway Tunnel Project 
 
MSG & Penn Station 
Penn Station overhaul narrows to 3 finalists with differing visions for Madison Square Garden' 

  A Democrat running for NY Comptroller, is advocating the state pension fund buy a much larger 
stake in the Knicks & Rangers. Why? MSG Sports is highly undervalued. And when the Dolans 
eventually sell the team, the gains could be enormous.  NY State already owns 7,991 shares of 
Madison Square Garden Sports, worth roughly $2.25 million. 
Andy Byford’s ‘Trump Card’ On Penn Station Keeps Wrecking New York’s Infrastructure Projects:   
What will become of the Amtrak executive's plans for Penn Station under President Trump? 

  Byford Hopes Cash-Strapped NYC Will Help Fund Trump’s Penn Station Rehab - The Trump 
administration controls the future of Penn Station — but wants New York to pay for it 

 

MTA 
Westward Ho! Hochul Proposes to Extend Second Ave. Subway Along 125th Street to Broadway - The westward 
crosstown extension will connect what is now the Q train to seven different subway lines. 

  Hochul plans to modernize the Jamaica station in Queens and advance a subway extension along Harlem's 
125th Street. 
Hochul will direct $50 million for a design proposal to improve traffic flow and decrease crowding at the 
Jamaica station, which serves more than 1,000 trains and about 200,000 passengers every weekday. 
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  The governor also wants to extend the Second Avenue subway westward across 125th Street, which would 
serve 240,000 daily riders and cut travel times by as much as 30 minutes per week, on average. 
 

  A reality check: A city facing a huge budget shortfall is probably not going to spend $1 billion per year on cutting 
bus fares (especially since they already have discount fares for the poor) 

NYC MTA Launches $12 Billion Plan to Replace Old Trains, Modernize Buses 

MTA settlement worth $182M reached in 2015 Metro-North commuter train crossing crash that killed 6 in 
Valhalla, NY 
Only in NY – Rats using  

 

NYC Transit  
On Politics: Gov. Kathy Hochul might be NYC transit's best ally in a century  
  Gov. Hochul indicated she’s prioritizing other transit projects over Mayor Mamdani’s free bus plan, saying over 
$1 billion would be lost to do it the way he wants right now. However, on implementing the plan in the future, she 
said, “it’s not a no.” 

 
Congestion Pricing 
MTA responds after Trump blasts NYC congestion pricing program 

  NYC congestion pricing tolls rake in $562M during first year 
How Manhattan's Congestion Toll Speeds Up Trips in the Suburbs 

  Trump deploys a new senior lawyer to kill NYC's congestion pricing. Deputy Assistant U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Hamilton was assigned to defend the federal government in a suit brought by the MTA. The feds’ legal war on the 
tolls has, at times, been a bumbling, comical affair. Hamilton’s appointment to the congestion pricing case last 
week came after one of the SDNY attorneys assigned to the case resigned. So far, the DOJ’s arguments against 
congestion pricing look like a legal Hail Mary. During his first appearance in Manhattan federal court as part of 
the case last week, Hamilton reiterated arguments that have already been met with skepticism from U.S. 
District Judge. 
  Congestion pricing looks like it'll be safe, thanks to flimsy arguments from President Trump's lawyers.  

 

The G Train 
Advocates push for restoration of weekend G service to Forest Hills 

  ‘G’rand slam? G train should resume weekend service to Forest Hills, transit advocates and the Mets tell MTA, 
Hochul and Mamdani 
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New NYC Administration 
DOT Commissioner Mike Flynn on Mayor Mamdani's vision for New York streets 

Mamdani Said He’d Make Buses Faster and Free. Now It’s This Guy’s Job. 

 
Mamdani's DOT commissioner wants NYC to be more like Paris, Bogotá, Tokyo 

Mayor Mamdani picks transit wonk as NYC's chief taxi regulator 

 
New NYC Council 
"The new members of the City Council's Transportation Committee, 60.8% of their constituents' households are 
car-free" 

Council Transportation Chair Vows To Take On Drivers: Shaun Abreu, the new chairman of the City Council's 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: My guiding principle is that our public space should serve the 
public.  Whether someone is walking, taking the bus, biking or driving, the goal should be streets that move 
people efficiently and safely and not pit people against each other. And we don't want to just futz around the 
edges, right? We want to really rethink about how our street space is used citywide. 

 

Big Change In NY Regulations Affecting Housing Construction & Transportation 
Hochul Outlined Plan to Tackle NY Housing Crisis & Transportation Infrastructure Bottlenecks By Loosening 
Environmental Reviews: SEQRA is not a household term but these reforms Gov. Hochul proposed are incredibly 
important for unlocking more housing supply in New York but also more energy and transportation infrastructure. 

 
Bridges 
Restoring the George Marches Forward: After years of meticulous, behind-the-scenes work, the comprehensive 
$2 billion Restoring the George program at the George Washington Bridge is entering its later stages, including 
this week’s start of repairs on the Center Avenue overpass in Fort Lee for a top-to-bottom rehabilitation.  Click 
here to see what’s done among the 11 projects, what’s left, and how we’re doing all this work without closing the 
world’s busiest bridge. 

 

NYC Streets 
Advocates to Mamdani: Come See the Cross Bronx Impact for Yourself! - Anti-highway expansion advocates in 
the Bronx are asking the mayor to hear them out on their ideas to create a safer and more human-friendly 
environment around the toxic expressway 

NYC expands street vendor licenses after Council overrides ex-Mayor Adams vetoes 

Data Analysis: Super Speeders and Red Light Violators Are Less Likely to Get NYPD Tickets - Drivers caught most 
often by speed and red light cameras are at the receiving end of comparatively little NYPD enforcement. 
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City Council to Bring Back Year-Round Outdoor Dining After Adams-Era Decimation 
New Council Speaker Julie Menin wants to scrap Adams-era rules that shrunk the program to just 400 approved 
locations from a pandemic era high of 8,000. 

Hundreds of new red light cameras to be activated across NYC, including Staten Island 

  
NYC Fact No. 1035. Measured End-to-end, NYC's on -street pakring spaces would stretch halfway around 
the world.  Fact 1036: And most of them are free....   
  Hochul wants 'speed limiters' for NYC residents with poor driving records 
NYPD working to cut down on traffic accidents and deaths: The NYPD says it will not let up when it comes to 
cracking down on aggressive drivers and bikers. 

  Go ACE! Bus Stops Are Clearer Than Ever Thanks To MTA's Bus-Mounted Camera Enforcement - Automated 
cameras are clearing up bus stops across the city. 
A joint report by NYC DCAS and the U.S. DOT Volpe Center revealed that Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA) 
technology reduced municipal speeding incidents by 64%. The pilot program, which used GPS to limit vehicle 
speeds, showed a 64% decrease in top speeds, with 700+ vehicles involved in the pilot. Following these results, 
NYC is expanding ISA to over 1,000 vehicles, becoming a required safety standard for city fleets.  

  Street sweepers may soon issue tickets as Brooklyn pols move to crack down on alternate-side parking violators  
MTA expanding use of bus lane enforcement cameras in B-68, B-60, M-57 lanes, charging $50 or more in fines   
   NYC removed plaque honoring Nazi ally on Broadway. Jewish groups are outraged that it may be coming back 
 Why US cities are reverting 1-way streets back to their original 2-way design 
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"Shoutout to Kips Bay Deli across from the AMC for stopping at nothing to advertise their sandwiches." 
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NYC Subways 
The final model of modern fare gates in the MTA’s pilot program debuted at 23rd Street-Baruch College on 
Wednesday. This new design is from STraffic, which recently completed the installation of this model in 50 
BART stations in the San Francisco area.  

Final model of modern fare gates in MTA pilot debuts 

Riders find loopholes in MTA’s new fare gates 

  Hochul wants homeless people forced out of NYC subways. Mamdani urges softer approach. 
"Gov. Hochul says she wants to make sure New Yorkers feel safe in the subways, and plans to maintain 
enhanced police patrols, install platform barriers at 85 more stations and expand mental health units to 
respond to people in crisis. " 

  SCOUT's Honor: Hochul To Expand MTA Program Pairing Nurses and Cops to Combat Mental Illness in 
Subways - Gov. Hochul's pitch to state lawmakers follows a 9-month-long investigation into how New York's 
social safety net struggles to help ill people in the subway. 
  Hochul to expand NYC subway mental health teams, add platform barriers to more stations  
  

 
 

"NYC subway goes America first." 
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NYC Taxis 
Mamdani urged by Manhattan borough president to pull Newsmax from NYC taxicab screens 

 
NYC Underground 
New York City is making a top secret map of everything under the street 
 
Overheard At The Airport 

                

                                                                          

Airports 
Travelers without Real ID now face fees at the airport starting Feb. 1 

  The Futile Campaign to Get People to Dress Better on Planes: The U.S. government thinks onboard behavior 
will improve if passengers ditch the pajamas. Good luck with that. 
Inside the Huge New Terminal That Will Transform J.F.K. 

 
 
NY Car Insurance Market 
The Explainer: How Gov. Hochul's Car Insurance Agenda Hurts Victims, Helps Big Car, Big 
Insurance 

Heastie Undecided On Gov. Hochul's Uber-Backed Push to Lower Car Insurance Rates - The 
Assembly Speaker is definitely not sold on Gov. Hochul's effort to reduce car insurance costs by 
lowing payouts to victims 
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Assessing The US DOT Secretary At One Year 
Sean Duffy takes off: He has retained the President’s support. Duffy is 
now proposing changes to federal policy that, if they succeed, could 
greatly enhance his ability to speed approvals of big infrastructure 
projects while bypassing federal environmental reviews. The plan 
would reserve a “golden” token for the president, giving him an 
opportunity to waive federal environmental reviews for projects with 
“national significance.” A less-powerful “silver token” would let the 
DOT secretary offer a more modest environmental waiver for a 
separate road, rail or other surface transportation project. Duffy has 
rolled out plans to increase air traffic controller staffing, including financial incentives for workers. He’s worked 
with Congress to try to boost safety requirements for military flights near airports. And he’s looking for ways to get 
even more money from Congress.  And he says that while Trump declared the Gateway Tunnel dead in October 
2025 during the government shutdown, it is just under administrative review. 

Delivery Apps 
Delivery Apps Have Caused $550M In Pay Loss for Workers By Changing How Customers Tip: 
Mamdani Admin. Report - The average tip on UberEats and DoorDash is just 76¢ per delivery — 
compared to $2.17 on apps that offer the option to tip before checkout. 

 

A Faster Way To Commute To The Dunder Mifflin Paper Company, Inc. 
Scranton–NYC rail revival hits reached a key Step 2 milestone under the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, 
making it one of just five rail expansion projects nationwide to advance to that stage. Public invited to weigh in. 

 
 
Amtrak NYC To Albany 
Amtrak Restores Full Albany-NYC Train Service: Details 

 
"An Amtrak passenger captured what he 
referred to as "Narnia"-like conditions during a 
recent train journey from New York City to 
Albany." Beware the White Witch and any offers 
of Turkish Delight!   
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Grand Central 
LITRR-GCT East Side Access hasn't saved travel time for most riders 

"Apparently there is a secret tennis court in Grand Central Station It's been there since 1926. Members only. Most 
New Yorkers have no idea that it exists. Open to 2 am. Costs ~$100/hour to rent during off-peak hours."  

 
Mark, Are There Any Mysteries We Should Know About 200 Park?  We already know how good it smells. 
 
Robo Taxi Opposition 
AV Snub: School Bus Drivers Close The Doors On Autonomous Vehicles 

Waymo Exec Reveals Company Uses Operators in the Philippines to Assist Autonomous Vehicles: The 
company's chief safety officer testified before lawmakers on  Feb. 4, less than two weeks after a child was hit by 
a Waymo vehicle 

 
NJ Transportation 

The Long and Winding Road: Transportation Challenges For Governor Sherill    

-Gateway Program Funding Exposure and Delivery Risk 
-Portal North Bridge Completion 
-NJ Transit’s Structural Operating Deficit 
-Congestion Pricing Impacts on NJ Commuters 
-Turnpike and Parkway Toll Escalation 
-South Jersey Turnpike Widening (Exits 1–4) 
-Aging Bridges and Local Infrastructure Backlogs 
-Newark AirTrain Replacement 

-Port Authority Bus Terminal Reconstruction 
-Climate Resilience and Coastal Vulnerability 
-Freight Corridor Stress and Local Road Damage 
-Bus Fleet Electrification and Depot Upgrades 
-Pavement Rehabilitation Funding Gaps 
-Airport Access and Multimodal Connectivity 
-Newark Bay Bridge 

  New Jersey tolls, transit fares and bike-share prices rising in 2026 
Newark Bay bridge plan: Critics push one span over $6.2B twin bridges 

  NJ Turnpike extension project revised; new bridges will still be built: Construction on replacing the 70-year-old 
Newark Bay Bridge is set to start this spring. This is the first phase of a larger overhaul of the roadway leading 
toward the Holland Tunnel. 
  NJ had fewer fatal traffic deaths and victims in 2025.  
History of why New Jersey has more salt trucks per mile than any other state in America. 

 
NJ Microtransit 
Opponents fear bill regulating microtransit service could reduce service - Several successful microtransit 
systems are operating in New Jersey now: Via in Jersey City, Camden Loop in Camden and Go Trenton that uses a 
ride-share model that allows riders to call by phone or use an app to go places not served by traditional mass 
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transit routes.  But opponents said the bill has provisions they contend would increase costs and make it difficult 
for those services to continue or expand to places such as South Jersey. 

 
NJ Portal Bridge - Significant Disruptions Ahead! 
Portal Bridge Cutover: What It Means For You:  Amtrak will perform a critical series of construction and 
operational activities to transfer, or “cutover”, rail operations from the existing Portal Bridge to the new Portal 
North Bridge over the Hackensack River. This cutover represents a major milestone in the Gateway Program and 
is essential to advancing long-term reliability and capacity improvements along the Northeast Corridor. 
 
During this work, trains will only be able to operate on a single track between Newark and Secaucus, resulting in 
fewer trains operating into Penn Station New York on weekdays on the Northeast Corridor (NEC) and the North 
Jersey Coast Line (NJCL). There will be no Midtown Direct service into Penn Station New York on weekdays on the 
Morristown Line, Gladstone Branch and the Montclair- Boonton Line. 
 
While this work will ultimately deliver substantial benefits, the cutover process is complex and operationally 
intensive, requiring temporary but significant changes to rail service. NJ TRANSIT has worked closely with Amtrak 
and regional partners to develop a customer-focused service plan that prioritizes capacity, continuity, and safety 
throughout the transition.  

 
NJ Public Transit 
Check out the "original intent" maps for the NJ PATH from the 1930s. Light Rail to Paterson via Rutherford; 
Newark; and through Bayonne to Staten Island. 

 
NJ Threading The Needle:  Shrooms Are Legal, But Don't Drive High 
NJ becomes latest state to legalize medical ‘Magic Mushroom’ therapy 

Please Remember The NJ Highway Safety Message: We'll be Blunt Don't Drive High  

 
NJ Transit 
Did Gov. Murphy fix NJ Transit? Commuters and experts weigh in - Judge it 2 ways: One how the commuter 
experience improved. The other is preventing NJ Transit from going over a fiscal cliff and avoiding the kind of 
draconian service cuts faced by SEPTA. On-time performance numbers rose from 88.2% in January 2018 to 
89.6% today, with a stated goal of 94.7%. Murphy’s main achievement was providing the first stable funding in 40 
years by creating the Corporate Transit Fee to fund NJ Transit’s operating budget. 

  NJ Transit adds trains after overcrowding complaints 
Hudson-Bergen Light Rail cancels 32 trains amid labor dispute with contractor 

  N.J. commuters left stranded by cancelled trains during union, contractor dispute- Dispute is about changes the 
new light rail contractor made to O/T policies that union said have been in contracts for 22 years  
I am not an expert, but I really don't think the solution to "the trains are so overcrowded that the conductors can't 
go up and down the aisle checking tickets" is "put the conductor at the top of the escalator." 

mailto:gwaldorf@bellenv.com
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/opponents-fear-bill-regulating-microtransit-service-could-reduce-service.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/opponents-fear-bill-regulating-microtransit-service-could-reduce-service.html
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://www.njtransit.com/portalcutover
https://x.com/ShabazzStuart/status/2017064593713946819/photo/1
https://x.com/ShabazzStuart/status/2017064593713946819/photo/1
https://newjersey.news12.com/nj-becomes-latest-state-to-legalize-medical-magic-mushroom-therapy
https://www.thrillist.com/news/new-york/new-jersey-highway-fun-safety-messages-distracting
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/murphy-promised-to-fix-nj-transit-even-if-it-kills-me-now-that-hes-leaving-howd-he-do.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/murphy-promised-to-fix-nj-transit-even-if-it-kills-me-now-that-hes-leaving-howd-he-do.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/murphy-promised-to-fix-nj-transit-even-if-it-kills-me-now-that-hes-leaving-howd-he-do.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/murphy-promised-to-fix-nj-transit-even-if-it-kills-me-now-that-hes-leaving-howd-he-do.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/murphy-promised-to-fix-nj-transit-even-if-it-kills-me-now-that-hes-leaving-howd-he-do.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/after-a-chaotic-morning-nj-transit-adds-more-trains-for-the-commute-home.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/nj-commuters-left-stranded-by-cancelled-trains-during-union-contractor-dispute.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/nj-commuters-left-stranded-by-cancelled-trains-during-union-contractor-dispute.html
https://www.nj.com/news/2026/01/nj-commuters-left-stranded-by-cancelled-trains-during-union-contractor-dispute.html
https://x.com/bymikedavis?s=43
https://x.com/bymikedavis?s=43


������� �������  Glenn Waldorf, Bell Environmental Services, 973-924-9004, gwaldorf@bellenv.com ���� �������� 

NJ Transit fare evasion ‘pilot’ causing bottleneck chaos at Penn Station – months before World Cup expected to 
flood transit system 

 
WABC-7 News Reporter Michelle Charlsworth Is Cataloging NJ Transit Woes 
"This is our view out of our NJT ⁦@NJTRANSIT⁩ train today. You cannot see a thing. No one has any idea where 
we are. At night, if there is no announcement about what the stop is, you have no clue and must consult your 
smart phone map.(I wrote a news story about this) @abc7ny https://t.co/oxpaKMigPa" 

And This NJT 2 Weeks Before the Storm : "Packed like sardines again. No seats. No air. This is the 5:43. @abc7ny 
This is all the time at 5:14 and 5:43. There has got to be someone who realizes we need a better situation. 
⁦@NJTRANSIT⁩ please. This is NOT safe. https://t.co/nVvDZXqY29" / X 

 
NY Highways 
LI drivers battling some of nation's most dangerous roads warn about state's new license 'point' system 

 
NYC Public Transit - A Different Idea Than Free Buses 
Free Buses? How About Expanding the Subway by 41 Miles Instead? - Some transit advocates are wary of Mayor 
Zohran Mamdani’s plan to subsidize bus fares and argue the money would be better spent on a major subway 
expansion.  The added stations would be in overlooked parts of the city where new transit options could spur the 
construction of thousands of new units of affordable housing.  A new report, titled “A Better Billion,” details a 
four-decade plan to embark on 12 subway projects that could add a total of 64 new stations in Manhattan, 
Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx. The expansion could lead to the construction of more than 167,000 new 
apartments near the stations, the researchers said, without major land-use changes, at a time when the city is 
facing a severe housing shortage. 

 
PATH 
Harrison (not Ford) to Journal Square PATH service suspended five weekends 

 
Port Authority 
"We're delivering a new AirTrain Newark, but that means construction. Beginning Thursday, January 15, free 
shuttle buses will replace service between Airport Train (Rail) Station and P4 Station on weekdays from 5am to 
3pm. Travelers accessing @EWRairport via @NJTRANSIT or https://t.co/eIWKdRm6lQ" / X 

 
Snowplows 
NYC snowplows slammed into parked cars -- and fled the scene 
It could be worse: Why Does Washington, D.C., Suck So Bad at Snow Removal? 

Chicago snowplow name ballot includes 'Abolish ICE' and 'Caleb Chilliams' as voting begins 
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BTW - "Canadian snowplows are in a league of their own. " 
 
Subway Bathrooms 
Broken doors, no toilet seats: MTA Inspector General audit finds NYC subway bathrooms need improvement – 
While the audit found that the NYC Transit subway system "bathrooms were generally functional and available 
for use, most of those visited during the audit had at least one deficiency such as missing toilet seats, toilet 
paper, or soap." 

Most NYC subway bathrooms lack basic amenities like toilet seats and soap, audit finds 

"Public bathroom locations in the subway stations.Manhattan! @abc7ny Others at MTA site online " 

       
 
Talking Trash / Recycled Humor 
Artists submissions to turn NYC sanitation trucks into moving art were due February 8 for the "Trucks of Art" 
program. One artist will paint a 46,000-pound collection truck. That's some 400 square feet of blank metal 
canvas. There's also a $1,500 prize. Organizers say the goal is to highlight sustainability and honor our sanitation 
workers. 

 
The DMV 
Real ID licenses are still tough to get. Could AAA help New Jersey drivers? 

�������� DMV makes Long Island grandfather change dad joke personal license plate ‘PB4WEGO’ - say it outloud. 

 
Transportation As An Analogy For The Country 
Want to understand the K-shaped economy? Go fly on an airplane 

Similarly, California’s trains show two different realities depending on your income 
 
Unfriendly Skies 
TSA Agent Reveals the Strangest Things Travelers Tried to Sneak Through Security: a handgun hidden in a 
traveler's guitar case, hand knife disguised as a comb, a stun gun hidden in the shape of a flashlight, and a knife 
tucked away in a passenger’s belt buckle. A Montessori Children’s Switch Board Toy with panel of switches and 
lights got flagged because it resembled an improvised explosive device (IED.)  
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This video of an angry United Airlines passenger shows how competitive boarding a plane is now 

These Are the Airlines With the Cleanest (and Dirtiest) In-flight Water, According to a New Report 

United Airlines plane 'became disabled' after extremely rough landing in Orlando, prompting ground stop 

Flight check-in mistakes that could cause you to lose your seat, according to an expert 

 
Why Can't We Have Nice Things Too? 
Rome’s new Colosseum metro station is now open, doubling as a museum for ancient Roman ruins that were 
found during construction that took over a decade. The station is one-of-a-kind, displaying 2,000 years of ancient 
Roman history in little museums inside the metro stop. 

 
And Finally Harrison Ford - It's Not The Years, It's The Mileage. 

Harrison Ford hints he'll retire from acting after 'Shrinking' ends 
If he retires, will I have to stop the mentions in this report? 

 

Will he retire to this Florida home? The house was built with a Millennium Falcon–themed movie theater, 
designed to look like the iconic cockpit from Star Wars. The immersive space features detailed sci-fi panels, 
spaceship seating, and lighting that makes viewers feel like they’re traveling through hyperspace. 

Or just sit on this couch telling stories about when he did the “Kessel Run in less than twelve parsecs."
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